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Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 

October 25, 2026 9:30 a.m. 
 

 
Jesus’ summary of the law in today’s gospel echoes our first reading from 

Leviticus. We are called not only to love God with heart, soul, and mind, but 
also to love our neighbor as ourselves. It is out of such deep care that Paul 
shares the gospel with the Thessalonian community. In the confession of 
sins, we acknowledge that we have not loved God, neighbor, and self; yet 
we gather to hear the word of forgiveness and to be strengthened by word 

and meal to be signs of God’s love and mercy in the world. 
 

Welcome to Worship! 
We’re so glad you’ve joined us today.  

We hope you are blessed by today’s service! 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

GATHERING SONG 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!”   ELW #634 (vv.1-3) 
 

All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! 
Let angels prostrate fall; 

bring forth the royal diadem 
and crown him Lord of all. 

Bring forth the royal diadem 
and crown him Lord of all. 

 
O seed of Israel’s chosen race 
now ransomed from the fall, 

hail him who saves you by his grace 
and crown him Lord of all. 

Hail him who saves you by his grace 
and crown him Lord of all. 

 
Hail him, you heirs of David’s line, 

whom David Lord did call 
the God incarnate, man divine 

and crown him Lord of all. 
The God Incarnate, man divine 

and crown him Lord of all. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our 
hearts and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess 
our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the 
world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference 
keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to 
show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us 
to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus 
Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and 
the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
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KYRIE         ELW p. 147-148 



 5 

SONG OF PRAISE       ELW p. 149 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together: 
O Lord God, you are the holy lawgiver, you are the salvation of 
your people. By your Spirit renew us in your covenant of love, 
and train us to care tenderly for all our neighbors, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING 

 
FIRST READING      Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
 2 “Speak to all the congregation of the Israelites and say to 
them: You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. 
 15 “You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be 
partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge 
your neighbor. 16 You shall not go around as a slanderer among 
your people, and you shall not stand idly by when the blood of your 
neighbor is at stake: I am the LORD. 
 17 “You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall 
reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. 18 You shall 
not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, 
but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.” 
Holy wisdom. Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM          Psalm 1 
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the 
scornful! 
2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, and they meditate on 
God’s teaching day and night. 
 
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in 
due season, with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall 
prosper. 
4 It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind 
blows away. 
 
5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment 
comes, nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of 
the wicked shall be destroyed. 
 
SECOND READING       1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
 1 You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to 
you was not in vain, 2 but though we had already suffered and been 
shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in 
our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great 
opposition. 3 For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure 
motives or trickery, 4 but, just as we have been approved by God to 
be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, 
not to please mortals but to please God, who tests our hearts. 5 As 
you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of 
flattery or with a pretext for greed, 6 nor did we seek praise from 
mortals, whether from you or from others, 7 though we might have 
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made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among 
you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8 So deeply 
do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not 
only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have 
become very dear to us. 
Holy wisdom. Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       ELW p. 151 
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GOSPEL          Matthew 22: 34-46 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 34 When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the 
Sadducees, they gathered together, 35 and one of them, an expert 
in the law, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which 
commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to him, “‘You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first 
commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the 
Law and the Prophets.” 
 41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus 
asked them this question: 42 “What do you think of the Messiah? 
Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” 43 He said 
to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, 
saying, 44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put 
your enemies under your feet”’? 45 If David thus calls him Lord, how 
can he be his son?” 46 No one was able to give him an answer, nor 
from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN OF GOD 
 
SERMON         Allison Baughman 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
Hymn of the Day 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”      ELW #504  
 

A mighty fortress is our God, 
a sword and shield victorious; 

he breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod 
and wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe! 
With craft and dreadful might he arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 
 

No strength of ours can match his might!  
We would be lost, rejected. 

But now a champion comes to fight, 
whom God himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is he! 
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God’s only Son, adored. 

He holds the field victorious. 
 

Though hordes of devils fill the land 
all threat’ning to devour us, 

we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 
they cannot overpow’r us. 

Let this world’s tyrant rage; in battle we’ll engage! 
His might is doomed to fail; God’s judgment must prevail! 

One little word subdues him. 
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God’s Word forever shall abide, 
no thanks to foes, who fear it; 

for God himself fights by our side 
with weapons of the Spirit. 

Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
though life be wrenched away, they cannot win the day. 

The kingdom’s ours forever! 
 

Text ©1978, 2006 Lutheran Book of Worship. Augsburg Fortress. admin. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under OneLicense.com license #A-709495. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the 
church and the world. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Gracious God, as we remember the Reformation, we thank you for all 
those who have worked to hold the church accountable to its mission. 
Protect them as they speak truth to power. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We give thanks for the beauty of the world’s islands, coastlines, and 
low-lying places. Keep them and their inhabitants safe from harm. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We thank you for the diversity of humankind, made in your image. We 
pray for the future of endangered languages and cultures. Preserve 
them to show forth your glory. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for the healing of all who are sick or injured, especially those 
who cannot access medical care. We remember those whom we love 
who are suffering or in pain (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We give thanks for retired clergy and their families (retired clergy 
within the congregation may be named), honoring their faithful service 
to your church. Bless them as they find new ways to live into their 
vocation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



 13 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
We thank you for all the faithful departed who taught us to love God 
and our neighbor, (especially). By their example, help us to seek after 
you with heart, soul, and mind. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken 
prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
A TIME FOR SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 
 
GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING 

 
THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS    Debra Popineau-Baker 
“Praise Him, Praise Him” by Fanny J. Crosby and Chester G. Allen 
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THE OFFERING OF OUR LIVES  
“We Are an Offering”       ELW #692 

 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 

We lift our lives up to you: 
We are an offering. 

Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands, 
Lord use our lives they are yours: 

We are an offering. 
 

All that we have, all that we are, 
All that we hope to be, 

we give to you, we give to you. 
 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
We lift our lives up to you: 

we are an offering, we are an offering. 
 

CCLI Song #16220. © 1984 Curb Word Music. 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. 

CCLI License # 2764795. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth 
abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with what 
we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to 
you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. 
Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ: our Good 
Samaritan, who tends the wounds of body and spirit with the oil of 
consolation and the wine of hope; the Sun of righteousness, who 
raises us to life on his healing wings. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
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“Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”       ELW p. 153 
 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
O God before time, O God at the end, we delight in the splendor of 
your universe. Daily we laud your continuing creation, and we give 
thanks for all the homelands of your Reformation people. We glorify 
you, now and forever. 
We glorify you, now and forever. 
 
O God of the covenant, O God of the church, we hear you speaking 
to centuries of your people. We come as your children to this table, 
and we give thanks for your presence among Lutheran 
congregations around the world. We praise you, now and forever. 
We praise you, now and forever.
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You gave us Mary and Magdalene, Peter and Paul, Luther and 
Melanchthon, Henry Muhlenberg, and Elizabeth Fedde; Katharina 
Luther the homemaker, Cranach the artist, Bach the musician, 
Nicolai the hymnwriter, Nommensen the missionary, Kierkegaard 
the philosopher, Bonhoeffer the martyr, Hammarskjöld the 
statesman, and countless other servants of the Reformation. We 
bless you, now and forever. 
We bless you, now and forever. 
 
You came as Jesus, our wisdom, our guide, embodying 
forgiveness, granting us grace, setting us free, dying for sin, and 
alive for the life of the world. We worship you, now and forever. 
We worship you, now and forever. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. Amen. 
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. Amen. 
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. Amen. 
 



 18 

Come, Holy Spirit, and make here the body of Christ. Breathe onto 
this food, that it bring us your life. Empower your Reformation 
people throughout the world to preach and teach, baptize and feed, 
pray and sing, comfort and heal. 
 
By your Spirit, preserve what is faithful; reform what we treasure; 
create in us what is vital and new. We honor you, now and forever. 
We honor you, now and forever. 
 
O God before time, O God at the end, Father, Son, and Spirit, we 
laud you, Covenant Lord, our Redeemer, the Strength of truth. 
Glory and praise, blessing and worship, honor and power and might 
be to you, our God, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are 
hungry, come! 
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Please be seated. 
 
THE COMMUNION MEAL 
(Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free 
wafers are also available — just ask the assistant at the time you 
commune.) 
 
A note to those visiting with us: 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. In this meal Jesus offers his 
grace, forgiveness, and presence to all. To learn more about the 
gifts of God’s grace given in Baptism and Holy Communion, please 
speak with the pastor after worship. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 
“Now Thank We All Our God”     ELW #840 

 
Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices, 
who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices; 

who, from our mothers’ arms, has blest us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

 
Oh, may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us, 
and keep us all in grace, and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all harm in this world and the next. 
 

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given, 
the Son, and Spirit blest, who reign in highest heaven, 

the one eternal God, whom earth and heav’n adore; 
for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray together: 
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with 
mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this 
table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your 
liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in 
whose name we pray. Amen. 
 

GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
BENEDICTION 
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body 
of Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit. Amen. 
 
The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG 
“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”   ELW #886 

 
Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing  

my great Redeemer’s praise, 
the glories of my God and King, 

the triumphs of his grace! 
 

My gracious Master and my God, 
assist me to proclaim, 

to spread through all the earth abroad 
the honors of your name. 

 
The name of Jesus charms our fears 

and bids our sorrows cease, 
sings music in the sinner’s ears, 
brings life and health and peace. 

 
To God all glory, praise, and love 

be now and ever giv’n 
by saints below and saints above, 

the church in earth and heav’n. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
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**Portions of this service © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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**Scripture readings from New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. All rights reserved worldwide. Used by permission. 
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