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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 6, 2026 9:30 a.m. 
 

 
Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ 

words in today's gospel are often used in situations having to do 
with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the 

wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the 
fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he 

is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation. 
 

Welcome to Worship! 
We’re so glad you’ve joined us today.  

We hope you are blessed by today’s service!  
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

GATHERING SONG 
“God, Whose Almighty Word”      ELW #673 
 

God, whose almighty word  
chaos and darkness heard and took their flight: 

hear us, we humbly pray, 
and where the gospel day 

sheds not its glorious ray, let there be light. 
 

Christ, who once came to bring, 
on your redeeming wing, healing and sight; 

health to the troubled mind, 
sight where illusions blind; 

oh, now to humankind let there be light. 
 

Spirit of truth and love, 
life-giving, holy dove, speed forth your flight; 

move on the water’s face 
bearing the lamp of grace, 

and in earth’s darkest place let there be light. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our 
hearts and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess 
our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the 
world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference 
keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to 
show genuine love to others. 
 
Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile 
us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus 
Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and 
the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen.   
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KYRIE         ELW p. 184 (vv.3&4) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together: 
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your 
perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; 
remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us 
toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING 

 
FIRST READING        Ezekiel 33:7-11 
 7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; 
whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them 
warning from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall 
surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from 
their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will 
require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from their 
ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in 
their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have 
said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we 
waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to 
them: As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn 
back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house 
of Israel? 
Holy wisdom. Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God.   
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PSALM           Psalm 119:33-40 
33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to 
the end. 
34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; I 
shall keep it with all my heart. 
 
35 Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my 
desire. 
36 Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain. 
 
37 Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in your way. 
38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for those who 
fear you.  
 
39 Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are 
good. 
40 Behold, I long for your commandments; by your 
righteousness enliven me. 
 
SECOND READING         Romans 13:8-14 
 8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one 
who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You 
shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; 
you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up 
in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does 
no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the 
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us 
now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the 
day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on 
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the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in 
reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
Holy wisdom. Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       ELW p. 188 
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GOSPEL          Matthew 18:15-20 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against 
you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you 
are listened to, you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not 
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every 
word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 
17 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if 
the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be 
to you as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever 
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 
on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of 
you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you 
by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in 
my name, I am there among them.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN OF GOD 
 
SERMON         Allison Baughman 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
Hymn of the Day 
“Listen, God Is Calling”      ELW #513 

 
Leader: Listen, 

All: listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, 
offering forgiveness, comfort, and joy. 

(sing twice) 
 

Leader: Jesus gave his mandate: 
All: share the good news 

Leader: that he came to save us 
All: and set us free. [Refrain x 2] 

 
Leader: Let none be forgotten 

All: throughout the world. 
Leader: In the triune name of God 

All: go and baptize. [Refrain x 2] 
 

Leader: Help us to be faithful, 
All: standing steadfast, 

Leader: walking in your precepts, 
All: led by your Word. [Refrain x 2] 

 
Text trad. Tanzanian: tr. Howard S. Olson. 

© 1968 Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin, Augsburg Fortress. 
Music arr. © 1968 Austin C. Lovelace, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709459. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our 
prayers, confident that God hears us. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to 
announce the words you give us. Open us to receive your word in 
unexpected ways. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the 
needs of all. Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places 
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of transition. Heal communities crying out after disaster (especially). 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation 
away from selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all, 
especially the good of all who labor. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. 
Restore broken relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and 
the hurts we carry with us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your 
righteousness and grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your 
good news known even through our imperfections. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you 
thanks for the nearness of your salvation for (name/s, and) all who 
have gone before us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, 
and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ 
name. 
Amen.  



 12 

A TIME FOR SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING 
 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS  Carol Gilmore and Jeanette Milanez 
“Sweet, Sweet Spirit” by Doris Akers 
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THE OFFERING OF OUR LIVES  
“As the Grains of Wheat”      ELW #465 (v.1) 
 

As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 
were gathered into one to become our bread; 

so may all your people from all the ends of earth 
be gathered into one in you. 

 
As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 
may we share the presence of your love. [Refrain] 

 
© 1990 Marty Haugen. GIA Publications. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net License #A-709459. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth 
abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with what 
we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to 
you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. 
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  



 14 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through the great shepherd of your flock, our Savior 
Jesus Christ; who after his resurrection sent forth the apostles to 
preach the gospel and teach all nations, and promised to be with 
them, even to the end of the age. 
 
And so, with the glorious company of the apostles, with the choirs 
of angels and all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
 
“Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”       ELW p. 190 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached 
out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 
poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills 
of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor 
and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are 
hungry, come! 
 

 
Please be seated. 

 
THE COMMUNION MEAL 
(Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free 
wafers are also available — just ask the assistant at the time you 
commune.) 
 
A note to those visiting with us: 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. In this meal Jesus offers his 
grace, forgiveness, and presence to all. To learn more about the 
gifts of God’s grace given in Baptism and Holy Communion, please 
speak with the pastor after worship. 
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COMMUNION SONG 
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds”     ELW #656 

 
Blest be the tie that binds 

our hearts in Christian love; 
the unity of heart and mind 

is like to that above. 
 

Before our Father’s throne 
we pour our ardent prayers; 

our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 
our comforts and our cares. 

 
We share our mutual woes, 
our mutual burdens bear, 

and often for each other flows 
the sympathizing tear. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

and sin we shall be free; 
and perfect love and friendship reign 

through all eternity. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray together: 
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with 
mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this 
table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your 
liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in 
whose name we pray. Amen.  
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GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
BENEDICTION 
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body 
of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG 
“Lord, Be Glorified”       ELW #744 

 
In my life, Lord, be glorified; be glorified. 

In my life, Lord, be glorified today. 
 

In our song, Lord, be glorified; be glorified. 
In our song, Lord, be glorified today. 

 
In your church, Lord, be glorified; be glorified. 

In your church, Lord, be glorified today. 
 

In your world, Lord, be glorified; be glorified. 
In your world, Lord, be glorified today. 

 
CCLI Song # 26368. © 1978 The Lorenz Corporation. 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. 
CCLI License # 2764795. 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
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