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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 16, 2026 9:30 a.m. 
 

 
In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people 

and that God will gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in 
today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her request 

that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might 
our church extend its mission to those on the margins of society? In our 

gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, 
healing, and justice for those in need. 

 
Welcome to Worship! 

We’re so glad you’ve joined us today.  
We hope you are blessed by today’s service!  
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

GATHERING SONG 
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”   ELW #807 

 
Come, thou Fount of ev’ry blessing,  

tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing,  
call for songs of loudest praise. 
While the hope of endless glory  
fills my heart with joy and love, 

teach me ever to adore thee;  
may I still thy goodness prove. 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer:  

“Hither by thy help I’ve come”; 
and I hope, by thy good pleasure,  

safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger,  

wand’ring from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger,  
interposed his precious blood. 
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Oh, to grace how great a debtor  
daily I’m constrained to be; 

let that grace now like a fetter  
bind my wand’ring heart to thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;  
prone to leave the God I love. 

Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it;  
seal it for thy courts above. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion 
endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we 
cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your 
yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in 
your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in 
God’s love. 
Amen. 
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KYRIE         ELW p. 184 (vv.3&4) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together: 
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those 
who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love 
the world with compassion and constancy, that your name 
may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING 

 
FIRST READING        Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
 1 Thus says the LORD: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for 
soon my salvation will come and my deliverance be revealed. 
 6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to 
minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, and to be his 
servants, all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it and hold 
fast my covenant—7 these I will bring to my holy mountain and 
make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and 
their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my house shall be 
called a house of prayer for all peoples. 
 8 Thus says the Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel: I 
will gather others to them besides those already gathered. 
Holy wisdom. Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM           Psalm 67 
1 May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s 
face shine upon us. 
2 Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among 
all nations. 
 
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the 
peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth. 
 
5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
6 The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, 
has blessed us. 
 
7 May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand 
in awe. 
 
SECOND READING       Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
 [Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no 
means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a 
member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has not rejected his people 
whom he foreknew. 
 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as 
you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy 
because of their disobedience, 31 so also they have now been 
disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may 
now receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience 
so that he may be merciful to all. 
Holy wisdom. Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God.  
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Please stand as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       ELW p. 188 

 
GOSPEL         Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 
The holy gospel according to Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 [10 [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen 
and understand:11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a 
person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12 Then 
the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the 
Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13 He 
answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted 
will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the 
blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a 
pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16 Then he 
said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not see 
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that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out 
into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from 
the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil 
intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, 
slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with 
unwashed hands does not defile.”]  
 21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and 
Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out 
and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my 
daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at 
all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, 
for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt 
before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to 
take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, 
Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ 
table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let 
it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from 
that moment. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN OF GOD 
 
SERMON          Blake Danser 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
Hymn of the Day 
“Healer of Our Every Ill”      ELW #612 

 
Healer of our ev’ry ill, light of each tomorrow, 

give us peace beyond our fear, 
and hope beyond our sorrow. 

 
You who know our fears and sadness, 

grace us with your peace and gladness; 
Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts. [Refrain] 

 
In the pain and joy beholding 

how your grace is still unfolding, 
give us all your vision, God of love. [Refrain] 

 
Give us strength to love each other, 

ev’ry sister, ev’ry brother; 
Spirit of all kindness, be our guide. [Refrain] 

 
You who know each thought and feeling, 

teach us all your way of healing; 
Spirit of compassion, fill each heart. [Refrain] 

 
© 1987 Marty Haugen. GIA Publications All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net License #A709459. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, 
those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, 
that all be united in faith and harmony in the body of Christ. Let 
your church on earth be a witness to the beloved community of 
your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you 
intend. Raise up wise stewards to defend the natural world against 
carelessness and destruction. Safeguard endangered species and 
their habitats (especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the 
cry of the outcast and ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give 
wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations, and communities, 
that they lead and serve justly. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that 
they find comfort, community, and hope. Send relief to all who 
struggle with illness of any kind (especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith 
community, that all may recognize the presence of Christ in each 
new face. Draw this community together in love and strengthen it in 
unwavering faith. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful 
example continues to direct your church. May their witness remind 
us that your gifts and calling are irrevocable, whether in life or 
death. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer.  
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Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All 
this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
A TIME FOR SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING 
 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS      Kayley Danser 
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THE OFFERING OF OUR LIVES  
“As the Grains of Wheat”      ELW #465 (v.1) 
 

As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 
were gathered into one to become our bread; 

so may all your people from all the ends of earth 
be gathered into one in you. 

 
As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 
may we share the presence of your love. [Refrain] 

 
© 1990 Marty Haugen. GIA Publications. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net License #A-709459. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us 
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation 
can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.   
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 
“Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”       ELW p. 190 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved 
Son, whom you sent in this end of the ages to save and redeem us 
and to proclaim to us your will. 
 
He is your Word, inseparable from you, through whom you created 
all things, and in whom you take delight. He is your Word, sent from 
heaven to a virgin’s womb. He there took on our nature and our lot 
and was shown forth as your Son, born of the Holy Spirit and of the 
virgin Mary. 
 
He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy 
people; he stretched out his hands in suffering in order to free from 
suffering those who trust you. 
 
He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in 
order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, to crush 
hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, to establish his 
covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, taking bread and 
giving thanks to you, said: “Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread 
and cup, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand 
before you and to serve you as your priestly people.  
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Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; gather into one all 
who share this bread and wine; fill us with your Holy Spirit to 
establish our faith in truth, that we may praise and glorify you 
through your Son Jesus Christ; through whom all glory and honor 
are yours, almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 

 
Please be seated. 
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THE COMMUNION MEAL 
(Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free 
wafers are also available — just ask the assistant at the time you 
commune.) 
 
A note to those visiting with us: 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. In this meal Jesus offers his 
grace, forgiveness, and presence to all. To learn more about the 
gifts of God’s grace given in Baptism and Holy Communion, please 
speak with the pastor after worship. 
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COMMUNION SONG 
“All Who Are Thirsty”       CCLI #2489542 

 
All who are thirsty, all who are weak, 

come to the fountain, dip your heart in the stream of life. 
Let the pain and the sorrow be washed away 

in the waves of His mercy, as deep cries out to deep. 
 

We sing: Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

 
All who are thirsty, all who are weak, 

come to the fountain, dip your heart in the stream of life. 
Let the pain and the sorrow be washed away 

in the waves of His mercy, as deep cries out to deep. 
 

We sing: Holy Spirit, come. 
Holy Spirit, come. 
Holy Spirit, come. 
Holy Spirit, come. 

 
CCLI Song #2489542 © 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire). 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. 
CCLI License #2764795. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray together: 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our 
hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen 
us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, 
as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
 

GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
BENEDICTION 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold 
you today and always. 
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SENDING SONG 
“Build A Longer Table”       ACS #1062 

 
Build a longer table, not a higher wall, 

Feeding those who hunger, making room for all. 
Feasting together, stranger turns to friend, 

Christ breaks walls to pieces, false divisions end. 
  

Build a safer refuge, not a larger jail; 
Where the weak find shelter, mercy will not fail. 

For any place where justice is denied, 
Christ will breach the jail wall, freeing all inside. 

 
 Build a broader doorway, not a longer fence, 
Love protects all people, sparing no expense. 

When we embrace compassion more than fear, 
Christ tears down our fences; all are welcome here. 

  
When we lived as exiles, refugees abroad, 

Christ became our doorway to the reign of God. 
So must our tables welcome those who roam. 
None can be excluded; all must find a home. 

 
CCLI Song #7193460 Dave Bjorlin Greg Scheer. 

© 2020 Scheer, Greg; Remaining portion is unaffiliated. 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. 

CCLI License # 2764795. 

 
DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
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