Trinity Lutheran Church
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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
July 26, 2026 | 9:30 a.m.

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the
treasures of faith. In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images
that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering
home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net
that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign,
the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!

Welcome to Worship!
We're so glad you've joined us today.
We hope you are blessed by today’s service!



WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING

Please stand as you are able.

GATHERING SONG
“Jesus Shall Reign” ELW #434 (vv.1,2,4,5)

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
does its successive journeys run;
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
till moons shall wax and wane no more.

To him shall endless prayer be made,
and praises throng to crown his head;
his name like sweet perfume shall rise

with ev’ry morning sacrifice.

Blessings abound where’er he reigns:
the pris’ners leap to lose their chains,
the weary find eternal rest,
and all who suffer want are blest.

Let ev’ry creature rise and bring
peculiar honors to our king;
angels descend with songs again,
and earth repeat the loud amen.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, whose compassion

endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we
cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your
yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in
your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.” In the name of God,

Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in
God’s love.

Amen.
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SONG OF PRAISE ACS p. 32
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together:

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection
of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and
mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may
treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.
GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING

FIRST READING 1 Kings 3:5-12

°> At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night,
and God said, “Ask what | should give you.” ® And Solomon said, “You
have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David
because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and
in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this
great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne
today. “ And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king
in place of my father David, although | am only a little child; | do not
know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of
the people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they
cannot be numbered or counted. ° Give your servant, therefore, an
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between
good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?”

101t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. ' God said to
him, “Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself
long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for
yourself understanding to discern what is right, '?1 now do according
to your word. Indeed, | give you a wise and discerning mind; no one
like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after
you.”
Holy wisdom. Holy Word.
Thanks be to God.



PsSALM Psalm 119:129-136
129Your decrees are wonderful; therefore | obey them with all my
heart.

130When your word is opened it gives light; it gives
understanding to the simple.

131] open my mouth and pant because | long for your
commandments.

132Turn to me and be gracious to me, as you always do to those
who love your name.

133 Order my footsteps in your word; let no iniquity have dominion
over me.

134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, and | will keep your
commandments.

135 Let your face shine upon your servant and teach me your statutes.
136 My eyes shed streams of tears, because people do not keep
your teaching.

SECOND READING Romans 8:26-39

26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how
to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings
too deep for words. ?” And God, who searches hearts, knows what
is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God.

28 \We know that all things work together for good for those who
love God, who are called according to his purpose. ?° For those
whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a
large family. 3° And those whom he predestined he also called, and
those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified
he also glorified.

31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us,

who is against us? *? He who did not withhold his own Son but gave
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him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything
else? **Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God
who justifies. 3 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather,
who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also
intercedes for us. **Who will separate us from the love of Christ?
Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or
peril or sword? * As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed
all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

"No, in all these things we are more than victorious through
him who loved us. ¥ For | am convinced that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, 3 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

Holy wisdom. Holy Word.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.
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GOSPEL Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

311Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and
sowed in his field;*?it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it
has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour
until all of it was leavened.”

4 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field,
which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells
all that he has and buys that field.

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of
fine pearls; *° on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold
all that he had and bought it.

47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown
into the sea and caught fish of every kind; *® when it was full, they
drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw
out the bad. *° So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will
come out and separate the evil from the righteous *° and throw
them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

*1“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” ®> And
he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a
disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please be seated.



TIME WITH THE CHILDREN OF GOD
SERMON Blake Danser

Please stand as you are able.

Hymn of the Day
“I Love to Tell the Story” ELW #661

I love to tell the story
of unseen things above,
of Jesus and his glory,
of Jesus and his love.

I love to tell the story,
because | know it’s true;
it satisfies my longings
as nothing else would do.

| love to tell the story;
twill be my theme in glory

to tell the old, old story

of Jesus and his love.

I love to tell the story:
how pleasant to repeat
what seems, each time I tell it,

more wonderfully sweet!

I love to tell the story,
for some have never heard
the message of salvation
from God’s own holy word. [Refrain]



I love to tell the story,
for those who know it best
seem hungering and thirsting
to hear it like the rest.
And when, in scenes of glory,
I sing the new, new song,
I'll sing the old, old story
that | have loved so long.

| love to tell the story;
twill be my theme in glory

to tell the old, old story

of Jesus and his love.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray
for the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy
committees, those preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as
deacons or pastors, and all who seek to lead your disciples in any
way. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of
your presence among us. Protect and support diverse ecosystems,
from national parks to family farms, from ranches to wild places.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their
peoples’ stories with compassion and curiosity, and remind us of
your love from which we can never be separated. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care
and recognition of all who live with chronic illness, mobility
struggles, pain, and uncertainty. (We pray especially for...) God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all
else that distracts, annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God
of grace,

hear our prayer.
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Here other intercessions may be offered.

God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the
ongoing gift of creation, and for the riches of faith and hope which
came before, we give you thanks. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness,
we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of
Christ Jesus.

Amen.

A TIME FOR SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please be seated.
GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS Carol Gilmore & Jeanette Milanez
“The Love of God” by F.M. Lehman

You may safely give online via tithe.ly by
scanning this QR Code with your phone
or tablet camera, or on our website:
www.trinityvictorville.org/online-giving
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THE OFFERING OF OUR LIVES
“Send Down the Fire” (vv. 3 & 4)

Refrain
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Words and music Marty Haugen. © 1989 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-709459.



OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation
can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God.

You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one
God, ever to be adored in your eternal glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, you alone are Majesty, you alone are Excellency, you
alone are Sovereign.

Within the vast reaches you splashed into being, you formed our
star and this planet: purple mountains, fruited plains, crystal waters,
towering forests, gleaming mines. Here you fashioned human
beings in our infinite variety and hue, yet each one created equal,
to care for one another and our earthly home.

In a time of peace enforced by the cruelty of empire, you came in
Jesus to share our life. Born under the rule of a merciless king,
Jesus revealed the merciful realm of God. Moving across borders
to people broken and oppressed, Jesus brought healing,
restoration, and freedom.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.”

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Remembering, therefore, Christ’'s execution at the hands of a
ruthless regime, Christ’s resurrection that buries death, Christ’s
ascension to rule with love forever, we declare the revolutionary
mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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God, shed your grace on us. Shower your Holy Spirit on these gifts
of bread and wine and on your people gathered this day. Ignite in
us the flame of freedom—freedom from prejudice, from supremacy,
from fear; freedom for acceptance, for welcome, for the shalom that
you have first shown to us.

Faithful God, loving God: Your Majesty shines forth in weakness.
Your Excellency is revealed to infants. Your Sovereignty reigns from
a cross. Yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is the
everlasting kingdom, the peaceable power, and the humble glory,
now and forever.

Amen.

Please stand as you are able.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

Please be seated
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THE COMMUNION MEAL

(Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Gluten-free
wafers are also available — just ask the assistant at the time you
commune.)

A note to those visiting with us:

All are welcome at the Lord’s table. In this meal Jesus offers his
grace, forgiveness, and presence to all. To learn more about the
gifts of God'’s grace given in Baptism and Holy Communion, please
speak with the pastor after worship.

COMMUNION SONG
“Shall We Gather at the River” ELW #423 (vv.1,2,4)

Shall we gather at the river,
where bright angel feet have trod,
with its crystal tide forever
flowing by the throne of God?

Yes, we'll gather at the river,
the beautiful, the beautiful river;
gather with the saints at the river
that flows by the throne of God.

On the margin of the river,
washing up its silver spray,
we will walk and worship ever,
all the happy golden day. [Refrain]
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Soon we’ll reach the shining river,
soon our pilgrimage will cease;
soon our happy hearts will quiver
with the melody of peace. [Refrain]

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together:

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our
hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen
us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely,
as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING
Please stand as you are able.

BENEDICTION

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold
you today and always.
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SENDING SONG
“My Life Flows On in Endless Song” ELW #763 (vv.1,2,4)

(How Can | Keep from Singing?)

My life flows on in endless song;
above earth’s lamentation,
I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn
that hails a new creation.

No storm can shake my inmost calm
while to that Rock I'm clinging.
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth,
how can | keep from singing?

Through all the tumult and the strife,
I hear that music ringing.
It finds an echo in my soul.
How can | keep from singing? [Refrain]

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart,
a fountain ever springing!
All things are mine since | am his!
How can | keep from singing? [Refrain]

DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
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