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Welcome to Worship! 

We’re so glad you’ve joined us today.  

We hope you are blessed by today’s service. 

Trinity Lutheran Church  
 

Marked with the cross of Christ we are called to love, serve,  
and celebrate Christ, our community, and one another.  

 

 www.trinityvictorville.org  16138 Molino Drive, Victorville, CA 92395  760-245-3225  

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Graphed On! 

April 28, 2024 

9:30 a.m. 

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the 
vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of 

mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us 
a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the 
vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear 

fruit for the life of the world.  
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Gathering + Word + Meal + Sending 
 

Welcome & Announcements  
 

Gathering Song                     
 “Shout to the Lord”                                                   ELW #821 

 

My Jesus, my Savior, Lord, there is none like you. 
All of my days I want to praise the wonders of your mighty love. 

My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength; 
let ev'ry breath, all that I am never cease to worship you. 

 

Chorus: Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing 
power and majesty, praise to the King. 

Mountains bow down and the seas will roar 
at the sound of your name. 

I sing for joy at the work of your hands; 
forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand. 

Nothing compares to the promise I have in you. 
 

Repeat Chorus 
 

© 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin. in USA & Canada by Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. 
Reprinted under CCLI License #276479. 

. 
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the wellspring of grace, 
our Easter and our joy. 
Amen. 
 

Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, 
let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 
your voice thundered over the deep 
and water became the essence of life. 
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 
into freedom’s land. 
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 
entered your boundless baptismal life. 
 

Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
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At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 
freeing us to live as Easter people. 
We rejoice with glad hearts, 
giving all honor and praise to you, 
through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”                          ELW #184  
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,  
and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.  

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,  
that we may be fed with the bread of life.  

Gather the hopes and dreams of all;  
unite them with the prayers we offer.  
Grace our table with your presence,  

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.  
 

Text © 1978 John Arthur.  Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net license # A709459.  

Prayer of the day 
Let us pray together.  
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. 
Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and 
know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forev-
er. Amen. 
 

Gathering + Word + Meal + Sending 
 

First Reading                                 Acts 8:26-40 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road 
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he 
got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Can-
dace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 
Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was 
reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chari-
ot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. 
He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, 
unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside 
him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a 
sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so 
he does not open his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who 
can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 



 

 4 

 

34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say 
this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and 
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Je-
sus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eu-
nuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being bap-
tized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the 
eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came 
up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw 
him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at 
Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good 
news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.  
Holy wisdom. Holy Word.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm                                    Psalm 22:25-31  
25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord. 
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts live forever! 
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; 
all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
28For dominion belongs to the Lord, 
who rules over the nations.  
29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the Lord. 
30Their descendants shall serve the Lord, 
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
saying to them, “The Lord has acted!”   
 
Gospel Acclamation                Please stand.       
“Be Not Afraid”                                                      ELW #388 
 

Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia! 
Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia! 

 
© 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net license #A-709459. 

 
Gospel            John 15:1-8 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes 
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes 
to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I 
have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide 
in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 
them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever 
does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches 
are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my 
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words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My 
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
Time With the Children of God 
 
Sermon                         “Graphed On!”                         Rev. Ken Anderson 
 
Hymn of the Day          Please stand. 
“Now the Green Blade Rises”                              ELW #379 
 

Now the green blade 
rises from the buried grain, 

wheat that in dark earth 
many days has lain; 

love lives again, 
that with the dead has been; 

love is come again 
like wheat arising green. 

 

In the grave they laid him, 
love by hatred slain, 

thinking that he would 
never wake again; 

laid in the earth like grain 
that sleeps unseen; 
love is come again 

like wheat arising green. 
 

Forth he came at Easter, 
like the risen grain, 

he that for three days 
in the grave had lain; 
raised from the dead, 

my living Lord is seen; 
love is come again 

like wheat arising green. 
 

When our hearts are wintry, 
grieving, or in pain, 

your touch can call us 
back to life again, 

fields of our hearts 
that dead and bare have been; 

love is come again 
like wheat arising green. 

 
Text from Oxford Book of Carols © John MacLeod Campbell Crum, Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net License #A709459. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit,  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was  buried; he descended to the dead.   
On the third day he rose again; he ascended  into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

We pray for the church around the world, for all ministers, and for the mission of 
the gospel. Keep all the newly baptized and confirmed in your care. Cleanse our 
hearts with your word and help us to abide in you always. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

For the well-being of the earth and of all created things: for rivers and lakes, 
streams and estuaries, melting glaciers and polluted waters (local bodies of wa-
ter may be named). Renew the face of the earth and shower us with your good-
ness. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

For the nations and all those in authority: for local, state, and national leaders, 
for elected representatives at every level, and for international organizations, 
that justice and peace may reign. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

For all those in need: for any experiencing homelessness or unemployment, for 
those fleeing from oppression or seeking asylum, and for all who are ill or suffer-
ing (especially). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

For this congregation: for the caring ministries of this faith community, for all who 
visit and minister to one another, for all who take communion to homes or care 
centers, and for all who seek to share your love with the world. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

With thanksgiving for the saints who rest from their labors. Help us, like them, to 
bear much fruit and to become your disciples, and at the last, bring us to that 
heavenly banquet where all will feast together at your table. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trust-
ing in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen. 
 

A Time For Sharing The Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you.  
 
Gathering + Word + Meal + Sending 
 
The Offering of our Gifts                              Becky Henry  
Great Is Thy Faithfulness by Thomas O. Chisholm and William M. Runyan 
 
The Offering of Our Lives 
“As the Grains of Wheat”                                      ELW #465 
 

As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 
were gathered into one to become our bread; 

so may all your people from all the ends of earth 
be gathered into one in you. 

 

As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 
may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain 

 

Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 
when all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain 

 
© 1990 Marty Haugen. GIA Publications. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.com License #A-709459. 
Offering Prayer 
Let us pray.  
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer 
here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glori-
ous resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave 
himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising 
has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all 
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
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“Let the Whole Creation Cry”                        ELW # 876 (verse 1 & 3) 
 

Let the whole creation cry, "Glory to the Lord on high!" 
Heav'n and earth, awake and sing, "Praise to our almighty king!" 

Praise God, angel hosts above, ever bright and fair in love; 
sun and moon, lift up your voice; night and stars, in God rejoice. 

 

Men and women, young and old, raise the anthem loud and bold, 
and let children's happy hearts in this worship take their parts; 

from the north to southern pole let the mighty chorus roll: 
"Holy, Holy, Holy One; glory be to God alone!" 

 
Thanksgiving at the Table 
Holy, living, and loving God, 
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
 

We give you thanks for Jesus  who, living among us, 
healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death,  
gave his life for others. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, 
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
we await your promised life for all this dying world. 
 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 
carry us in your arms from death to life, 
that we may live as your chosen ones, 
clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

The Communion Meal 
(Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Please note that Gluten-
free wafers are also available — just ask the assistant at the time you com-
mune.) 
A note to those visiting with us: 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. In this meal Jesus offers his grace, for-
giveness, and presence to all. To learn more about the gifts of God’s grace 
given in Baptism and Holy Communion, please speak with the pastor after 
worship. 
 

Communion Hymn 
“Change My Heart, O God”                       ELW #801 

 

Change my heart, O God; make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God; may I be like you. 

 

You are the potter; I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me; this is what I pray. refrain 

 
CCLI Song # 1565 © 1982 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing. For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License #2764795. 

 

 
Prayer after Communion 
Let us pray together: 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish 
your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that 
we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen 
Lord. Amen. 
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Gathering + Word + Meal + Sending 
 

Benediction 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

In the Name of the Father, ☩ Son and Holy Spirit 
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Sending Hymn   
“Will You Come and Follow Me”             ELW #798 (verses 1, 4 & 5) 
 

 “Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?” 

 

“Will you love the you you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?” 

 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
© 1987 John L. Bell. Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications. All right reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A709459. 

 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 


